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 COUNTRIES OF THE NEW WORLD
The fact that Asia joins Africa and Europe and is separated from
North America and Australia only by narrow bodies of water has helped
greatly in spreading Asiatic forms of life all over the world. The fact
that four fifths of the lands of the northern hemisphere lie between
latitudes 30° and 60° and thus have alternate warm and cold seasons
has stimulated the development of civilization.. Moreover, the continents
are of such shape that they turn vast bodies of warm Equatorial water
northward in the Gulf Stream and Japanese Current. This warms and
improves the winters in northern and central Europe and to a less degree
on the North Pacific 'Coast of North America, but does not particularly
influence the summers. One evidence of the favorable nature of such
conditions is that all the "Great Powers" are in this zone. On the other
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hand, four fifths of the area of the three southern continents lies in regions
too warm and monotonous to promote human progress.
The Continental Shelf. Although the continents differ greatly in
shape, all have certain characteristics in common. One of these is the
continental shelf, a submarine platform covered with water less than
600 feet deep. East of the Americas it expands to a width of 100 miles
in most places and to as much as 500 where the Falkland Islands stand
upon it. Hudson Bay, most of Bering Sea, and large sections of the
Arctic Ocean form parts of the shelf. It extends far east of Newfoundland
to include the Newfoundland fishing banks. The North and Baltic Seas
lie on the continental shelf, as do the Adriatic Sea, Persian Gulf, Yellow
Sea, and much of the waters off the southeast coast o£ Asia. On the
other hand, along the west coast of North and South America, around
Africa, and off eastern Australia, the shelf is generally narrow, often no
more than 5 or 10 miles wide.

